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SUB J : US MEMBERSHIP IN INTERNATIONAL COFFEE AGREEMENT 

REF: STATE 041402 

1 . EMBASSY HAS INFORMED GDRM BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE OF USG'S SIGN- 
ING OF INTERNATIONAL COFFEE AGREEMENT, BUT AS YET WE HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO OBTAIN AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE MOST APPROPRIATE 
MALAGASY GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL TO DISCUSS CONTENTS REFTEL, THE 
MINISTER OF THE ECONOMY AND COMMERCE. ACCORDINGLY, CHARGE RAISED 
SUBJECT OF ICA IN CALL ON MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT RAJOANAH 
MARCH 11, STRESSING IMPORTANCE OF PRODUCING COUNTRIES CON- 
TINUING TO OFFER REGULAR SUPPLIES OF COFFEE ON THE MARKET. 

RAJOANAH EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF POINTS MADE, BUT OFFERED NO 
RESPONSE. 

2. THERE HAS BEEN NO LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE IN MADAGASCAR OF THE 
SECRETARY'S ANNOUNCEMENT, NOR HAS EMBASSY YET BEEN ABLE TO ELICIT 
REACTION FROM GDRM OFFICIALS . SHEINB AUM 
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